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00 Introduction 

Special Information About Jesus
- Luke One -
Luke is the inspired writer of both Luke and Acts. He provided detailed information about Christ and His church to a man named Theophilus. Luke was a physician. (Colossians 4:14) He was a co-worker with Paul. The person to whom these things were written was Theophilus. "Theophilus" means "lover of God." Luke"s purpose in writing was clearly stated, "It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed." (Luke 1:3-4) Luke could write with such certainty because he was an inspired eyewitness of the things he wrote. Luke points us to Jesus as the true Savior of all humanity. "Savior" is Luke"s distinctive title for Jesus. Luke proves beyond doubt that the gospel is for all. He emphasizes the equality of women with men in God"s kingdom. He often shows the relationship of the Samaritans with God and in His service. Luke shows us God's love for both the rich and the poor. The gospel is for all! Luke 19:10 provides a one verse summary of the work of Jesus. "For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." (Luke 19:10)

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-4
Luke"s inspired preface for this gospel -- Luke 1:1-4 : Many people had taken it upon themselves to try to write a narrative of what God had done among the Jews and during the days of the early church. The gospel of Luke was written around 59 to 62 AD. Others wrote their accounts based on information passed on to them. Luke had a "perfect understanding of all things from the very first." He was inspired by God. He wrote to Theophilus to tell him exactly what took place. Luke wanted Theophilus to understand with certainty the things that had taken place.

Verses 5-25
The birth of John was announced -- Luke 1:5-25 : The birth of both John and Jesus took place while Herod was king of Judea. During this time there was a good man names named Zacharias. He was a priest of the course of Abia. His wife was a descendent of Aaron. Her name was Elisabeth. Both Zacharias and Elizabeth were loving toward God and obedient to Him. They were old and had not been able to have children. On an occasion when Zacharias was fulfilling his priestly duties of burning incense in the temple an angel appeared to him and told him that he and his wife would have a son. The angel also said "you must name him John." It was predicted that John would grow up to be a great servant of the Lord. The angel said, "He shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother"s womb." His work would be to go before the Lord in the power and spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for the Messiah. Zacharias asked Gabriel how he could know these things were true. He again said that he and Elizabeth were very old. The proof was that Zacharias would not be able to speak until John was born. When Zacharias exited the Temple the people knew that he had seen a vision. Shortly after this he went home and soon Elizabeth was expecting a baby. She hid herself five months. She felt that God had taken away her reproach among the people.

Verses 26-56
The birth of Jesus was announced -- Luke 1:26-56 : A month after the announcement of John"s birth God sent Gabriel to Nazareth in Galilee with a message for a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to a man named Joseph. They were both from the house or family of David. The angel greeted Mary saying, "Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women." The angel told Mary that God was pleased with her and that she would have a male child. He said, "He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end." (Luke 1:32-33) Mary reminded the angel that she was not even married. She was told, "The Holy Spirit will come down to you, and God"s power will come over you. So your child will be called the holy Son of God." As proof the angel told her that her cousin Elizabeth was expecting a child and that "Nothing is impossible for God!" Mary simply yielded to God as His humble servant. Soon Mary made a visit to Elizabeth. Mary received additional confirmation from her. "When Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" God blessed Mary, Her child Jesus and the entire world through Him. Mary was blessed because she believed that God would keep His promises. In Luke 1:46-55 we have a great song of praise for God from Mary. "And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever." (Luke 1:46-55)

Verses 57-80
The birth and early life of John -- Luke 1:57-80 : When Elizabeth"s son was born her relatives and neighbors came on the eighth day to circumcise him. They called him Zacharias after the name of his father. They were surprised when Elizabeth said "No, he shall be called John." The people argued that no one in the family was named John. They motioned to Zacharias to find out what he wanted to name his son. He wrote, "His name is John." Immediately after this Zacharias started speaking and praising God. When others heard of this they knew the Lord was with this child. They wondered what he would grow up to be. Immediately when Zacharias began to speak he praised the God of Israel! He understood that these things were related to God giving the world a mighty Savior from the family of David. The coming of the Savior was the fulfillment of the covenant that God had made with Abraham. Our goal must be to serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of our life. John was to be a prophet of God who would prepare the way for the Messiah. John would make known to the people that they could be saved when their sins were forgiven through Jesus. As we look at Jesus God"s mercy and grace shines forth like the brightness of the sun. As John grew up, God"s Spirit gave him great power. He lived in the desert until the time he was sent to the people of Israel.

The point of Luke"s gospel is that no one is a lost cause to Jesus. No matter how sinful you have been, Jesus loves you. He is willing to forgive you. He can then use you to share His love with others. Do you believe in Jesus as Savior? You can enjoy redemption in the blood of the Lamb and also forgiveness and hope because of the Savior preached by John. To become a Christian you must hear the gospel (Romans 10:17), believe in Jesus as the Christ (Mark 16:16), repent of all sins (Acts 17:30), confess Christ as Lord (Romans 10:9-10) and be baptized for remission of sins. (Acts 2:38) After baptism remain faithful to God. (Revelation 2:10) Life on earth is always better when we have Jesus as Savior and the hereafter with Jesus will be very far better!
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Introduction
What Do You Think Of Jesus?
- Luke Nine -
Jesus called His twelve disciples and commissioned them to "proclaim the kingdom of God." He also gave them power and authority over all devils and to cure diseases." He told them, "Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece." He wanted them to learn that God would provide for their daily needs. Herod heard about Jesus and "He desired to see Him." He had heard what others were saying about Jesus but He was unsure what to believe about Him. Luke offered many proof that Jesus is the Christ. Here Luke records the great miracle of the feeding of the five thousand with "five loaves and the two fishes." While others were saying that Jesus was John the Baptist, Elias or one of the old prophets who was raised again Peter and the other apostles said He is "The Christ of God."

If Jesus is the Christ as He claims He has the right to demand total self denial. Jesus told His disciples that He would suffer, be rejected and killed, but that He would rise the third day. He wanted it understood that His followers must be willing to suffer for Him. He said, "You must take up your cross each day and follow me." Those who follow Jesus must forget about themselves and give up their lives for Jesus. The greatest waste would be to gain the entire world and then lose your own soul. As additional proof that Jesus is the Son of God He was transfigured with Moses and Elijah. Peter wanted to build three tabernacles; one for Jesus, one for Moses and one for Elias. That however was not God"s desire. He said of Jesus, "This is my beloved Son: hear him."

As Jesus came down from the transfiguration He met a man who had a demon possessed son. The demon did terrible things to the boy. Jesus" apostles had been unable to cast him out. Jesus called them a faithless and perverse generation and asked that the boy be brought to him. Jesus Then healed the boy and gave him back to his father. Jesus again told the disciples that the "Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of men." The disciples did not understand that this meant that He would die for the sins of the world. Jesus must have been amazed as the disciples argued about who was the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven. He taught them that the most humble servant of God is the greatest in the kingdom. Those who act in the name of the Lord do so by His authority. Jesus said, "He that is not against us is for us." It was necessary for Jesus to rebuke the apostles for their mistaken zeal in wanting to call down fire from heaven on the Samaritans. Jesus wanted it understood that our focus must be on Jesus and we must never look back!

Verses 1-9
Who is this Jesus? -- Luke 9:1-9 : The apostles had been witnesses as Jesus calmed a storm; they saw Him cast the demons into the swine that ran into the sea; they saw the woman that Jesus healed of the issue of blood; they saw Jairus" daughter who was raised from the dead. This evidence served as the background for Him sending them forth the twelve to preach the kingdom of God, to heal the sick and to have authority over all devils. They were called upon to leave their possessions and to depend upon God to provide for them. Reliance on God and trusting His ability to provide is truly one characteristic of the child of God. We could accomplish great things for God if we would commit ourselves to the work of God like the apostles did. Herod the tetrarch was perplexed as to who Jesus was. Some said Jesus was John risen from the dead. Herod knew that he had beheaded John. Others said that Jesus was Elijah or one of the old prophets who was risen again. Herod desired to see Jesus and to know who He was.

Verses 10-20
The miracle of feeding the five thousand -- Luke 9:10-20 : The apostles returned and gave a report of the work that had been done through them. A multitude followed the apostles and Jesus. He "spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of healing." He did not try to help a few and then send others away with no help saying they lacked faith. He helped all that needed help. The twelve asked Jesus to send the multitude away so they could get food. Jesus told the apostles to feed them. They have now been given power. They could heal the sick and they could provide for the multitude"s physical needs. With five loaves and the two fishes Jesus fed the multitude and there were twelve baskets of fragments that remained after the people had eaten. When we observe our lives and our resources we remember that the Lord has promised to provide for us if we put Him first in our life. Jesus asked the apostles, "Whom say ye that I am?" It only made sense that Peter would answer, "The Christ of God."

Verses 21-36
Gaining life by giving our life to Jesus -- Luke 9:21-36 : A great evidence of Christian character is the spirit and practice of self-denial. Jesus said, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me." (Luke 9:23) Jesus" own mission centered around self-denial and the cross. Our life must also center around self denial and bearing our cross daily. Self sacrifice means that there is nothing too dear not to be given to Christ. There is nothing too great not to be cheerfully sacrificed for the promotion of His glory. Jesus said, "Whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it." Let us never put our comfort, pleasure, wealth or even our own life before Jesus. The more you forget yourselves and focus on God"s glory, the more will you advance your own interest both in this world and that which is to come. God"s desire is that we hear Jesus and honor Him. Jesus was transfigured with Moses and Elijah. Peter desired to build three tabernacles. Jesus did not even rebuke Peter for what he said. God simply overshadowed them with a bright cloud and, "there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him." These apostles had seen Jesus in His glory and heard the voice of God. They no longer doubt; they just believe.

Verses 37-62
Put your hand to the plough and do not look back -- Luke 9:37-62 : Our faith in the Christ will grow if we have faith in His power. His power was seen as He healed a severely demon possessed boy and gave him back to his father. (Luke 9:37-43) Our faith in the Christ will grow if we come to understand the purpose of His mission. He came to be delivered up for our sins. (Luke 9:44-45) Our faith in the Christ will keep us from competing for greatness in our relationship with one another. (Luke 9:46-48) Our faith in the Christ will help us in our relationship with others who are serving Him. The apostles said, "Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not with us. And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for us." These were people who could have been one of the seventy (Luke 10) or at least it must be someone commissioned by Christ. Our faith in the Christ will help us relate properly to those who may oppose us. When we understand Jesus we will not want to call down fire from heaven to destroy others. Our faith in the Christ will cause us to understand and accept the cost of discipleship. (Luke 9:57-62) Jesus said, "No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."

10 Chapter 10 

Introduction
Who Is My Neighbor?
- Luke Ten -
Luke gave us a record of Jesus selecting seventy men and sending them forth to preach. They were sent two and two into every city with God"s message. We are challenged to become more deeply involved in God"s work because, "The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few." Jesus knew they would be received by some and rejected by other. He said to them, "He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me." Jesus pronounced woes on Chorazin and Bethsaida for rejecting the messengers of the Lord. The seventy were able to do great thing for God. Even the devils were subject unto them in the name of Jesus. Jesus said, "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven." Through the work of Jesus the work of Satan can be destroyed. These men were taught not to rejoice in the power that had been given to them, but rather they were to rejoice in the hope of salvation.

The parable of the Good Samaritan is given only by Luke. A lawyer asked Jesus "What shall I do to inherit eternal life?" He was told that he must love God supremely and love his neighbor as himself. Willing to justify himself the lawyer ask "Who is my neighbour?" Jesus answered this question with the parable of the Good Samaritans. The priest and Levite both disregarded the law of God and the concern that they should have for others. The Samaritan was compassionate and he was neighbor to the man in need. We too must be neighbors to all who need help.

Jesus went to Bethany, the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Mary sat at the Lord"s feet and heard His word. Martha was busy serving. She was upset that Mary left her to do all the service. Martha was agitated over earthly things. Mary chose that good part that would not be taken away from her. Let us focus on those things that would be most pleasing to God.

Verses 1-20
The work of the seventy -- Luke 10:1-20 : The Lord sent out seventy of His followers to carry His message into every village. He said, "The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest." Sadly today there are still only a limited numbers of workers. The work of the disciples would be difficult at times. They would be like "lambs into a pack of wolves." The Lord sent them out to do His work and to learn to depend on Him daily. They were not to get side tracked with things that would waste their time. They were to pray and to search for peace loving people to assist them. There would be families who would provide for their needs because "the labourer is worthy of his hire." If they were received by a city they were to "heal the sick, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you." If a city would not receive them they were to shake the dust from their feet as a witness against them. Sadly, God"s kingdom came near to those people and they rejected it. These people will be worse off than Sodom, Tyre and Sidon at the Judgment Day because they have literally rejected the Christ. Jesus told the disciples, "He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me." The seventy were excited that demons were subject unto them. Jesus told them that instead of rejoicing that the demons were subject to them they should be happy that their names were written in heaven!

Verses 21-24
Jesus thanked the Father -- Luke 10:21-24 : Jesus was thankful that His message had touched the hearts of ordinary people. It seemed to be a hidden message to the wise and educated people. Jesus was interested in what seemed good in the Father"s sight. Our interest should also focus on the Father"s will. Jesus as man had received all things from the Father. After receiving these things from the Father Jesus became the Lord and Sovereign giver of all spiritual things. The disciples were truly blessed to have seen what they saw. Jesus said, "Many prophets and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them." We too should be happy that we have been permitted to see the truth about God, Christ, His church and salvation.

Verses 25-37
The Good Samaritan -- Luke 10:25-37 : A lawyer asked Jesus "Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus asked this man what the Scriptures said about eternal life. He said, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind. They also say, Love your neighbors as much as you love yourself." Jesus acknowledged that this was the correct answer. He told the man to do this and he would have eternal life. The man wanted to justify himself or to show that he was smart and knew what he was talking about. He asked Jesus, "Who are my neighbors?" Jesus replied with the parable of the Good Samaritan. A priest and a Levite passed by the poor, abused man and did nothing. The Samaritan man saw him and ministered to his every need. Jesus asked "Which one of these three people was a real neighbor to the man who was beaten up by robbers?" The lawyer said, "The one who showed pity." Jesus said, "Go, and do thou likewise." Let us learn to be neighbors to others, both physically and spiritually.

Verses 38-42
Jesus visits Martha and Mary -- Luke 10:38-42 : As Jesus and His disciples were traveling they went into the home of a man named Lazarus, of Bethany; his sisters were Mary and Martha. Martha welcomed him into her home. Mary, the sister of Martha sat down at the feet of the Jesus and was listening to what He said. In the mind of Martha this caused a serious problem. She was worried about all that had to be done. She went to Jesus and said, "Lord, doesn"t it bother you that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her to come and help me!" Jesus" reply to her is well know, "Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things." Martha was worried and upset about so many things. Jesus wanted her to understand that those things were necessary but that what Mary had chosen was more important. He said. "Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her." The salvation of the soul is the first and greatest of all human concerns.

11 Chapter 11 

Introduction
Learning To Pray Like Jesus
- Luke Eleven -
The disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray. Jesus could teach others to pray because He was a praying man. These who were requesting Jesus to teach them to pray were people who were following the Lord. "For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil." (1 Peter 3:12) These who asked Jesus to teach them to pray were interested in God and His kingdom. Prayer is a communication process that allows us to talk to God! Prayer involves commitment and a desire of the heart. The persistent prayer of the righteous will not be in vain. "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you."

Luke 11 emphasizes Jesus" power over demons and it also emphasizes the authority of His word. Jesus bound the strong man; He spoiled his goods; and this proved that the kingdom of God has come. If God"s light is in the soul, it would be full of it and no part dark. Jesus could than say, "Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it." The Lord"s words stirred up the malice of the Pharisees, who sought to entangle Him in His talk. Our desire should be to pray as the Lord desires and to daily live by His word.

Verses 1-13
Lessons on how to pray -- Luke 11:1-13 : Jesus, Himself was a praying man. When Jesus finished His prayer one of the disciples made this request to Jesus, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples to pray." Jesus taught them to pray out of deep respect for God and His name. He said, "When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name." Prayer must honor the Father and His name. Prayer also involved the coming kingdom. God wants us to seek His kingdom. When we do that, His blessings will be more than we can believe. We will have both physical and spiritual needs met in Christ. We can pray, "Give us each day the food we need." There must also be a request that our sins can be forgiven. We must ask God to protect us from having to deal with temptations that might overtake us. Jesus taught the value of persistent prayer by showing that a man who kept asking received in the middle of the night. Jesus said, "Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth." Persistent prayer is essential, "And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened." (Luke 11:9-10) The Heavenly Father is ready to give the Holy Spirit to anyone who asks. "From the passage here, it is clear that God"s children should not hesitate to pray to the Father for the measure of the Holy Spirit which has been promised to baptized believers (Acts 2:38), and which is called "an earnest" of our inheritance. (Ephesians 1:13)

Verses 14-26
Jesus and the ruler of demons -- Luke 11:14-26 : Jesus had power over demons. Jesus cast out a mute demon and the man started speaking. The people were amazed. Those who were opposed to Jesus said, "He casteth out devils through Beelzebub the chief of the devils." Others asked for a sign to prove that He was the Messiah. Jesus told them that He did not cast out Demons by the power of Satan because that would have Satan fighting against himself. The fact that Jesus had used the power of God to cast out demons proved that the kingdom of God had come near. Jesus said, "He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth." (Luke 11:23) When the evil is gone from a person"s life that life must be filled with something good. Otherwise it might become even worse than it was before. "When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out. And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first." (Luke 11:24-26)

Verses 27-36
The people who are really blessed -- Luke 11:27-36 : People talked to Jesus about who was really blessed. Jesus got right to the point and said, "Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it. (Luke 11:28) The people asked Jesus for a sign from heaven. He gave Jonah as a sign, "For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this generation." The people repented at the preaching of Jonah. He also gave them the sign of the Queen of the South. "The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation, and condemn them: for she came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here." Jesus would give a sign that would not be hidden. He spoke of His death, burial and resurrection. Jesus corrected the sight of the Jews so they could see clearly what is important. Their sins made it impossible for them to see the truth about God"s signs. This was an evil generation which confronted Jesus.

Verses 37-54
Jesus rebuked the scribes and Pharisees -- Luke 11:37-54 : Jesus condemned the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law of Moses. As Jesus ate with a Pharisee he was shocked that Jesus did not keep their custom of washing hands before eating. This was ceremonial washings. Jesus told him that they were clean on the outside but on the inside they were greedy and evil. The same God who made the outside made the inside also. The Pharisees were in trouble. They gave a tenth of the small garden spices. But at the same time they cheated people and they did not love God. They should have given the tenth but they also should have done right daily. They were unclean and did not even know it! In Luke 11:44 we read, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them." (Luke 11:44) In Numbers 19:16, the Law makes every person who touches a grave unclean for a week. The lawyers were also in trouble because they ladened others with burdens but helped no one. They joined their fathers in horrible acts. Their fathers killed the prophets and they built their tombs. Jesus said, "Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered." Sadly, the Pharisees and others tried to catch Jesus in what He said instead of loving and serving Him.

12 Chapter 12 
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Introduction
Unless You Repent You Will Perish
- Luke Thirteen -
Luke chapter 13 provides us with a somber message about repentance. Were those Jews whom Pilate killed and mingled their blood with their sacrifices worse sinners than other people? Not at all! You can be sure that if you do not repent you will also perish. The same was true of natural disasters. "Those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?" Not at all! You can be sure that if you do not repent you will also perish. The book of Job makes us understand that calamity befalls both the righteous as well as the unrighteous. An unfruitful fig tree teaches us that we must be fruitful and faithful in God"s service. God is patient but sooner or later our opportunities to turn away from sin run out. Luke also gives an account of a woman being freed from a spirit of infirmity which she had been dealing with for eighteen years. She was unable to stand upright. Jesus said, "Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God."

Jesus used mustard seeds and leaven to teach us about the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God starts from the smallest beginnings in the hearts of men and women who are receptive to God"s word. It is then able to grow to tremendous strength. Jesus taught that just because a person is a Jew does not automatically mean that they will go to heaven. He also showed that many Gentiles would enter His kingdom. Jesus opened the way into His kingdom for everyone through His death on the cross. But we must follow Jesus in the way of the cross by humble obedience to be in His kingdom. Jesus wanted it understood that the means to avoid spiritual disaster was to come to Him. He would have gathered them under His wings of protection but they refused.

Verses 1-9
An exhortation to repentance -- Luke 13:1-9 : Some people came to Jesus and told Him about Pilate killing people and mixing their blood with their sacrifices. It was a common held belief that disasters were punishment for sin. In the Book of Job Eliphaz insisted, "Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off?" (Job 4:7) This is not the case for Jesus said these people were no worse as sinners than anyone else in Galilee just because of what happened to them. He said you can be sure that if you do not repent you will likewise perish. The same principle applied to the eighteen people who died when the tower of Siloam fell over and killed them. They were no worse than other people. Jesus challenged those Jews to repent of their evil ways or they too would be destroyed.

The principle of the need for repentance was illustrated with the parable of the fruitless fig tree. Fig trees normally produce fruit in about three years. This tree must then have been about 6 years old. This tree was at that time worse than useless. It was not bearing fruit and it was taking up space where a fruitful tree could grow. The vinedresser pleaded for the tree to have at least one more opportunity to produce fruit. John the Baptist had warned "And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire." (Matthew 3:10) We all must repent because God cannot tolerate fruitlessness.

Verses 10-17
A woman was freed from an infirmity -- Luke 13:10-17 : Jesus went into the synagogue on the Sabbath Day. He saw a woman who "had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself." Satan had bound this woman as he has bound many today. Luke, as a physician, shows special interest in this woman and in her healing. The ruler of the synagogue rebuked Jesus for healing her on the Sabbath Day. Jesus made all His adversaries ashamed by saying, "Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?" The Jewish leaders were more concerned about their ideas and customs than they were about the love of God or the concern for people.

Verses 18-21
Parables of mustard seed and leaven --Luke 13:18-21 : Jesus described the Kingdom of heaven as when a person planted a mustard seed in a garden. The seed grows as big as a tree and birds nest in its branches. Even though the church had a small beginning it spread throughout the world. God"s work grows to fulfillment no matter how small the beginning. Many might be prejudiced against the cause of Christ because they would assume some great beginning. The church started as a small seed but it greatly increased. It is strong enough to receive all kinds of people from all kinds of backgrounds.

Another illustration used by Jesus was that of a woman putting leaven in three measures of meal. Leaven is often used in a bad way in the New Testament. In Matthew 16:6 we read, "Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." (Matthew 16:6) The leaven of the Pharisees is hypocrisy. (Luke 12:1) In 1 Corinthians 5:6 we read, "Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?" (1 Corinthians 5:6) "Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." (1 Corinthians 5:8) Jesus said the kingdom of heaven is "Like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened." Here leaven seems to be used in a good way to show a contrast between small beginnings and large results. The meal or dough with which leaven is mixed takes on the property of the leaven. Just so a soul changed by the grace of God takes on the likeness of God"s Son.

Verses 22-35
The strait gate and a message for Herod -- Luke 13:22-35 : We do not know who it was but someone asked Jesus, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?" Jesus told this person that they should "Strive to enter in at the strait gate." Many who thought they would enter in would not because they had not walked with Jesus nor did they have a relationship with Him. Jesus said, "There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God." Some Jews would not be in the kingdom while some Gentiles would be. This was the great reversal; Israel had always been first, now they were last.

Certain of the Pharisees warned Jesus that He had better get away from there because Herod was seeking to kill Him. Herod was sly and destructive so Jesus called him a fox. Jesus said, "Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected." When Jesus said "I shall be perfected" He was saying that He would have accomplished the purpose for which He came into the world. He would have left nothing undone which the counsel of God designed Him to complete Jesus was heartbroken over the condition of Jerusalem. He would have gathered them as a hen does her chick, but they were not willing. With the coming of Christianity the Jewish house would become desolate!
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Introduction
The Cost of Discipleship
- Luke Fourteen -
Gathering around the table to eat often brings good fellowship and it also builds good memories. Most of us have many pleasant recollections of good times around a table at Thanksgiving or Christmas time. The events of Luke 14 begin around a meal table. "Jesus went into the house of one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath day." Sadly this time around a meal table was a most unpleasant occasion. It was not a time of friendly conversation and laughter. It was a time of treachery as the self-seeking Pharisees tried to trap Jesus. Jesus silenced these men by asking, "Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the Sabbath day?" Jesus revealed that these men were really hypocritical in their thoughts and actions. They were not keeping the Sabbath in the way they wanted others to keep it. He also rebuked the people at the table because they tried to get the chief seats at the table. He taught them that a person is exalted by humbling himself. Jesus also had a message for the host. He had only invited those who might repay him. Jesus said he would be rewarded by God when he invited those who could not give anything in return. In that group would be the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind. One present at the meal said, "Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God." It was very disturbing to these Jews when Jesus told a parable that they had been invited to God"s table but they made excuses and did not come. Then He said that "none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper." Luke 14 closed with a brief discussion about the cost of discipleship. Your allegiance to God must be complete; your allegiance must be total; your allegiance must be constant. You must give up everything you have to follow Jesus. Count the cost before you begin the journey.

Verses 1-6
Healing of a man on the Sabbath -- Luke 14:1-6 : Jesus accepted an invitation from a leader of the Pharisees to have a meal at his house. The meal was on the Sabbath day. Jesus came under careful scrutiny as they watched to see what He would say and do. They desired to find some fault with Him. A certain man came before Jesus who had the dropsy. Dropsy is swelling in the arms and legs cause by heart trouble. The problem was very apparent to all. Jesus asked the Pharisees, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" These were legal experts of the Law of Moses but they did not say a word. They did not answer Jesus' question as to whether it was allowable to heal on the Sabbath or not. They simply said nothing. Jesus took hold of the man, healed him and sent him away. He knew the Pharisees did not consider it lawful to heal on the Sabbath Day. He asked those religious leaders, "Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the Sabbath day?" His question silenced them and left them with nothing that they could say in rebuttal.

Verses 7-14
The parable of the Wedding Feast -- Luke 14:7-14 : Jesus observed how those who were bidden were interested in the chief seats. He put forth the parable of the wedding feast to again teach them the principles that had been taught in Proverbs 25:6-7. Solomon wrote, "Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the place of great men: For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen." Jesus said, "When you are invited to a wedding feast, don"t sit in the best place. Someone more important may have been invited. Then the one who invited you will come and say, "Give your place to this other guest!" You will be embarrassed and will have to sit in the worst place. When you are invited to be a guest, go and sit in the worst place. Then the one who invited you may come and say, "My friend, take a better seat!" You will then be honored in front of all the other guests. If you put yourself above others, you will be put down. But if you humble yourself, you will be honored." Jesus not only had a word for those attending the feast but those who gave the feast. He told them that they should not just invite their rich neighbors and others who could repay them. He instructed them to invite the poor or infirmed who could not repay them. He gave them the promise that if they did this "God will bless you and reward you when His people rise from death."

Verses 15-24
The parable of the Great Supper -- Luke 14:15-24 : Jesus mentioned "the resurrection of the just." This prompted one who was present at the meal to say, "Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God." Jesus gave the parable of the great supper in response to his statement. Jesus said, "When the supper was ready, he sent a servant to tell the guests, "Everything is ready! Please come." One person after another declined the invitation, offering feeble excuses. One had bought a field, another had bought some oxen and another was just married. The servant told his master what happened. The master became so angry that he said, "To his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind." After this there was still room. The master said, "Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper." The promise of the kingdom had been given to the Jews but they had made excuses and rejected it. In John 1:11-12 we read, "He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name." The parable indicated that failure to respond to the Lord Jesus leads to eternal loss.

Verses 25-35
The cost of Discipleship -- Luke 14:25-35 : Large crowds often accompanied Jesus as He traveled about. Jesus taught the cost of discipleship saying, "If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple." Choosing to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ required greater love for Him than for any family members. Jesus said, "You cannot come with me unless you love me more than you love your own life." Jesus" disciples must even be willing to face death for His cause. The cost of discipleship could be stressed no stronger than when Jesus said, "And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple." (Luke 14:27) Choosing to become a disciple of God"s Son demanded counting the cost. A man who was building a tower would calculate the expenses less he not be able to finish the work and thus make himself look foolish. A king going into battle would decide if he should fight or if he should seek terms of peace. Jesus summed up the cost of discipleship saying, "So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple." Jesus" disciples must be a force good. He used salt to illustrate that point. Luke 14 closed with the great statement, "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear."
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Introduction
Lessons From The Rich Man
- Luke Sixteen -
A steward wasted his master"s goods. He may have been careless in his duties or he might have simply made mistakes. The steward thought about his future. He was not able to do manual labor and he did not want to beg. He put forth a plan to have a future for himself. He called his master"s debtors and discounted what they owed. He felt that they would be very grateful and would later help him. Jesus praised this steward for his actions. He was thinking about the future; that is something most people do not do. Christians must show deep concern when they think about the work of the Lord and about their own eternal life. Be responsible. If you have not been responsible with someone else"s property, no one will trust you with true wealth. Let us be responsible so that God can then trust us to help meet the spiritual needs of other people. Can God trust you with true riches? You cannot be the servant of both God and money.

The Pharisees loved money so they laughed at Jesus. They believed that wealth was a reward for goodness. The Pharisees put on a good religious show but they were corrupt inside. They loved money more than they loved God. We also read, "The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it." A new period of Bible history began with the death of Jesus. Some wanted to enter the kingdom and pressed into it. They were very different from the Pharisees. Jesus told them that the Law would be fulfilled to the smallest detail. Jesus used the illustration of marriage to show the Pharisees that they should respect God"s Law and not just make their own laws as they had done about divorce.

The story of the rich man and Lazarus is a most sobering lesson. Looking from an earthy mind you would think the rich man had everything. He wore the most expensive cloths and enjoyed great luxury every day. In contrast the beggar named Lazarus had nothing but earthly misery. He was in deep poverty and covered with sores. He begged for crumbs to eat. On life"s other side their roles were reversed. The rich man was tormented and Lazarus was blessed. The rich man realized that he should have served God but it was too late. He did not feel he had received sufficient warning so he wanted to be sure his brothers were properly taught about eternity. Sadly, they were already rejecting the teachings that they had. There is life after death and we must prepare for it.

Verses 1-13
The parable of the unjust steward -- Luke 16:1-13 : The parable of the unjust steward is the most difficult parable in the gospels. The steward had wasted his Lord"s money, either deliberately or accidentally. This action led to him being fired from his stewardship. Before leaving his position he did something that would assure that he could get a job with someone else. He could not do manual labor so he took other action. He discounted the debts people owed his master. It could have been an act whereby he dishonestly cheated his master. More likely, sense Jesus holds him up as an example; he simply discounted the interest owed to his master. He possibly deducted his own personal commission on the loans he had brokered for his master. Jesus commended the shrewdness of this man. Jesus did not approve of the steward squandering his master"s money. However, He commended him for his wise use of this opportunity. As Christians what we do with our money and with our opportunities is also very important. We should use our money to help bring others to Jesus. We must generously support the work of our Lord. Let us never live for the temporary "mammon" of this world. Let us consider the future and uses our personal wealth to reap eternal benefits. As stewards of the Lord we must be faithful in whatever He commits to our hand. We must always be loyal to the Lord.

Verses 14-18
The Pharisees ridiculed Jesus -- Luke 16:14-18 : The Pharisees who had been listening to Jesus professed to trust God. Sadly, these Pharisees really loved money. When they heard the things that Jesus taught they made fun of Him. They measured their life by wealth and possessions, not by their spirituality or relationship with God. They made themselves look good by saying that their wealth was a sign of God"s approval. God saw what was in their heart. "The things that most people think are important are worthless as far as God is concerned." As Christians we must be careful that we do not honor God with our lips and then honor the world with our money. These Pharisees, who prided themselves in the Law of Moses, refused to accept the Savior and His kingdom of whom Moses had written. "Until the time of John the Baptist, people had to obey the Law of Moses and the Books of the Prophets. But since God"s kingdom has been preached, everyone is trying hard to get in." This is true of everyone except the Pharisees. They were quite content living in their hypocrisy. Jesus used marriage and divorce to show the Pharisees how lax they had become when viewing God"s Law. Jesus said, "Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery." This is very different from what the Pharisees were teaching and practicing and what is taught and practiced among many Christians today.

Verses 19-27
The rich man"s condition -- Luke 16:19-27 : The Bible account of the rich man and Lazarus is both serious and sobering. In thirteen brief verses Luke shows God"s "wrath to come" against those who know not God and those who fail to obey Him. (Luke 16:19-31) For a moment God lifts the curtain and allows us to see what will be the end in life"s other world. Luke, by inspiration of God, allows us to view the condition of a wicked rich man and a godly poor man in this world and in the next. The rich man was alive and consciousness after death. (Luke 16:22-23) After physical death, the rich man knew who he was and where he was. He was in torment and he knew why he was there. Memory is very much alive on life"s other side. The rich man was called on to remember. "But Abraham said, Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented." (Luke 16:25) The rich man remembered both God and the beggar named Lazarus. Many think they can take a gun, put it to their head and end it all. But immediately after they pull the trigger they find that they did not end it all. Another may take a hand full of pills trying to just "get out" but they find they "got in" instead of out.

Earthly life had brought misery to the beggar. But on life"s other side Lazarus was comforted. He was in Paradise. The rich man was tormented in Hades. (Luke 16:24) On life"s other side there are those who are rewarded in the presence of Christ and there are those who are tormented in terrible flames. There are two distinct worlds, salvation and condemnation that exists on life"s other side. Some have everlasting life and some eternal punishment. (Matthew 25:46) When this world has ended you can be saved or you can be lost, the choice is yours. You may think you do not need God now, but, soon you will see the need. In Hades the rich man recognized a personal and pointed need for God. He begged God for a drop of water to cool his tongue. (Luke 16:24) Every person in hell will see the need for God. They will say, "I need God and it's too late." Why not obey God now, before you appear before Him in judgment?

Verses 27-31
The rich man"s concern -- Luke 16:27-31 : The rich man begged God to send Lazarus to his father"s house to warn his brothers. "Then he said, I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father"s house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment." While the rich man was on earth he could have prayed and been heard but now he prays in vain. There is no indication the rich man ever cared for his own soul or the souls of his brothers while he lived on earth. But now he has deep concern. These brothers had the written word, God"s powerful means of conviction and conversion. A message from the dead could say no more than what is said in Scripture. So Abraham concluded, "If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead." The Scripture is God"s one and only way of making known His will to us. Those who desire salvation must hear and obey the law and testimony of God. (Isaiah 1:18-20) If you will not open your heart and obey the word of God you will not be saved. Jesus is God"s Son and He, "Learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him." (Hebrews 5:8-9)

Heaven is comfort and Hell is torment; Heaven is joy, Hell is misery, weeping and pain. Through His word God and His Son Jesus are saying, "Please don"t go to Hell." God desires that you learn His will (John 6:44-45), believe with all you heart (Acts 8:37), repent of every sin (Acts 17:30), confess Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:9-10), be baptized to put on Christ (Galatians 3:26-27), and then always be "found faithful." (1 Corinthians 4:2) Learn from the rich man and do not go to Hell with him!
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Introduction
Never Forget Jesus" Sacrifice
- Luke Twenty-Two -
Luke gave some very vivid word pictures of Jesus" suffering at the hands of the Jews. Satan used covetousness to stir the heart of Judas to bargain with the Jewish leaders to betray Jesus. Judas pointed Jesus out to the Jews at a time when they could capture Him in the absence of the multitude. Jesus had Peter and John prepare the last Passover meal in the upper room for Himself and His disciples. He again reminded them that He would suffer for the sins of the world. It was during this time that Jesus instituted the Lord"s Supper. The Lord"s Supper was to be eaten in the kingdom or church. It is by this Supper that Jesus" sacrifice will never be forgotten. Luke writes an amazing history of those events that took place near the end of Jesus" earthly life. Jesus announced that one of His disciples would betray Him. Jesus settled His disciples" dispute over greatest in the kingdom. He taught them to be like the younger who would serve, rather than like a king who would lord it over others.

Jesus promised His faithful disciples that they would reign with Him in glory. He warned Peter that Satan would sift him as wheat. He also told him that when he was converted he should strengthen the brethren. Jesus informed Peter that he would deny Him three times. Jesus told the apostles that they would face hardships and persecution. As Jesus prayed in Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives Judas brought an armed crowd to arrest Him. He betrayed the Savior with a kiss. Jesus must have been attempting to get Judas to repent when He said, "Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?" As he was trying to defend Jesus Peter cut off the ear of Malchus, the high priest"s servant. Jesus stopped him and healed Malchus" ear. Satan"s kingdom of darkness was reigning when Jesus was arrested. It must have grieved Jesus when Peter denied Him three times and wept bitterly afterward. Jesus was mocked and beaten by the Jewish leaders. At daybreak when Jesus still declared that He is the Son of God, they condemn Him to death.

Verses 1-6
There was a plot to kill Jesus -- Luke 22:1-6 : The Jews were plotting to kill Jesus. They did not understand that His death would be a sacrifice for the sins of the world. The feast of unleavened bread or the Passover was drawing near. The chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses wanted to kill Jesus. They could not take Him openly because they feared the people. Satan used Judas to betray the Lord. The Jews paid him money to deliver Jesus to them when the people were not near. Judas found his opportunity to betray Jesus when the crowds were not around.

Verses 7-22
Passover and the Lord"s Supper -- Luke 22:7-22 : Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare the last Passover meal. This would be the last time Passover would ever be observed with God"s approval. Passover is not a part of God"s New Covenant that began with the death of Jesus. (Hebrews 8-10) A man carrying a jar of water would direct them to the house where they were to make ready for the Passover. The room was a large, upstairs room that was prepared for this occasion. They found everything just as Jesus had told them, and they prepared the Passover meal. During the eating of the Passover meal Jesus instituted the Lord"s Supper. The Lord"s Supper assures us that Christians will never forget the sacrifice of Jesus for the sins of the world. Jesus said of the bread that He gave His disciples, "This is my body, which is given for you. Eat this as a way of remembering me!" He said of the cup or fruit of the vine, "This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you." His death had been determined as the atonement for our sins, "but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed!"

Verses 23-46
Jesus and His disciples -- Luke 22:23-46 : The disciples had some interesting discussions about who would ever do such a thing as to betray Jesus. They also discussed who would be greatest in the kingdom. Jesus taught them that you are great and you lead by being a servant. Jesus had set the example for them; He had been with them as a servant. Jesus told Peter that Satan would shift him like wheat. Jesus prayed for Peter that his faith would be strong. Jesus knew that Peter would fail. He told Him that when he came back to Him he should strengthen the brethren. Peter could not believe that he would deny the Lord. Yet Jesus said, "I tell you that before a rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will say three times that you don"t know me." Jesus had taken care of the disciples when he sent them out with nothing and He will continue to care for them. Jesus also told the disciples to get a sword. The disciples already had two swords. Jesus prayed a fervent prayer in the garden, so much so that His sweat fell as great drops of blood to the ground. God sent "an angel unto Him from heaven, strengthening Him." During this time the disciples slept. Jesus asked them ""Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation."

Verses 47-71
Jesus was arrested, defended, denied, questioned and condemned -- Luke 22:47-71 : While Jesus was in the garden Judas led a multitude to take Him. He identified Jesus with a kiss. In an effort to cause Judas to see his sins Jesus asked him, "Are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?" When the other disciples saw what was happening they asked, "Lord, shall we smite with the sword?" Peter even struck at the high priest"s servant with his sword and cut off the servant"s right ear. Jesus said that was enough of that. He then touched the servant"s ear and healed it. Jesus asked the multitude why they came for Him in this manner as He had been openly with them. This was just a dark time when Satan though he had won! Jesus was arrested and led away to the house of the High Priest. Peter followed at a distance. Later he did deny Jesus three times that night. How it must have hurt his heart when the Lord turned and looked at him. Peter went out and wept bitterly. They made fun of Jesus, insulted Him and beat Him. Jesus was questioned but He gave very few answers. He did not answer because the people would not believe Him. He did give them one proof statement that He is the Messiah, "the Son of man will sit on the right hand of the power of God."

Jesus is the Son of God. He died for your sins. To become a Christian you must hear the gospel (Romans 10:17), believe in Jesus as the Christ (Mark 16:16), repent of all sins (Acts 17:30), confess Christ as Lord (Romans 10:9-10) and be baptized for remission of sins. (Acts 2:38) After baptism remain faithful to God. (Revelation 2:10) Jesus, the Son of man, now sits "on the right hand of the power of God." Honor Him with your daily life.
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